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My Message:

ñKeep DMN Simpleò

Presentation Outline:

¸About practical use of the DMN Standard

¸Replacing DMN programming constructs 

with traditional, user-friendly decision tables

¸Examples of DMN-based decision models

ïwith programming (CL3)

ïwithout programming (CL2)
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DMN Standard

DMN stands for  ñDecision Model and Notationò

¸Deals with Operational Business Decisioning 

Problems 

¸Oriented to Business Analysts
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DMN ïDecision Model and Notation

¸DMN is an official OMG standard since 

2014

¸Specifies major Decision Modeling 

constructs 

¸Current release 1.1 supports DMN XML 

interchange format

¸Next Release 1.2 is expected in Q1 2018
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http://www.omg.org/spec/DMN/Current/


Recent DMN Books
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2016 2016 2017

Bruce Silver James Taylor

Jan Purchase

Jacob Feldman

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B06W579JYM
https://www.amazon.com/Real-World-Decision-Modeling-James-Taylor/dp/0929652592/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1479926614&sr=8-1&keywords=Real-World+Decision+Modeling+with+Dmn
https://www.amazon.com/DMN-Method-Style-Practitioners-Decision/dp/0982368151
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¸Many 

vendors 

already 

announced 

DMN 

support



DMN Interchange
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Trisotech



Business Analysts Like 

Graphical Representations:
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¸DMN Decision Tables¸DMN Decision 

Requirement Diagrams

Output of the 

Decision-2 is 

used as an input 

for the Decision-1
This Decision Table 

represents Business 

Knowledge-2 

(decision logic) 



Business Analysts Donôt Like 

ñProgrammingò Constructs:

¸DMN FEEL language includes:

ïIf-Then-Else, Loops, Boxed Expressions, 

Functions with Parameters, é 

¸Examples:
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A DMN Boxed Expression
(example)
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Avoiding Programming

¸In many practical situations we may replace 

DMN programming constructs with 

business-oriented graphical 

representations, e.g.:
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Objective

Ŗeplacing DMN programming 

constructs with more traditional 

decision tables 

W̧e will show DMN-based 

implementations of several popular 

decision models:

ïWith and Without Programming
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Decision Modeling Constructs

Çore Constructs - Conformance Level 2

ÅDiagrams with Logical Connections (information 

requirements)

ÅDecision Tables

ÅBasic Expression Language (S-FEEL)

A̧dvanced Constructs - Conformance Level 3

ÅBoxed Expressions (FEEL functions with 

parameters, contexts, if-then-else,         

for..return loops, filters, sorting, recursion, é)
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Decision Modeling with DMN

¸The best way to understand DMN is to build 

and test real Decision Models

¸We will consider several decision models:

ïDecision Hello Customer - trivial

ïDecision Vacation Days ïa slightly more complex

ïDecision Flight Rebooking - complex
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Sample Decision Model 

ñDetermine Customer Greetingò

Ḑecide how to greet a particular 

customer during different times of the 

day (think IVR)

Ţest:

ïCustomer: Robinson is a married woman

ïTime of the day: 14:25 pm

ïExpected decision:                             

"Good Afternoon, Mrs. Robinson!"

© 2017 OpenRules, Inc. 15


